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kdra vacanam) prove true, For this purpose let the general (Senapati)
be ordered to put his troops in motion," The Minister obeys with
the words: " It shall be done,"1
Therefore it need not necessarily be maintained that the
Chamberlain was perhaps the only official who acted as a medium
between the king and the Council of Ministers for, as this passage
shows, if the matter under discussion was of great importance or
secrecy or if'any document had to be seen by the king himself, then
the Minister concerned came to him with the relevant document and
after a personal discussion with him obtained his orders on the point
at issue. It is interesting1 also to note how the Sastras were always
consulted in arriving at conclusions.
This Minister apparently, at least from the context, dealt with
questions of foreign policy and there were other ministers who were
entrusted with other portfolios like finance and justice. In the
Saktmtalam Mention is made of the Minister (Aindfya} in charge of the
Royal Treasury, He informed the king that, as there was a good deal
of calculation work in the treasury, only one plea was looked into
and the king was requested to notice it as recorded (pattamdain). One
of such cases appears to have been his decision regarding a certain
case of succession and proprietory rights as can be seen from the
following words: " To the king should go all Ms (a sea-trader's) hoard
of money so the minister writes. "2 But the final decision, of course,
lay with the king to whom the minister's opinion was submitted for
orders.. On considering this view of his Amdtya^ the lung decided
thus: " 0 I the unborn child is entitled to its parental assets. Go,
say so to the minister/'3 Therefore it is evident that the king did,
not in all cases agree with his minister's view, for he thought over
the questions submitted to him and arrived at his own conclusions. \
Similarly in the sphere of justice too there was apparently a
Minister ^                    the portfolio of justice. If reliance can be
placed upon the evidence of Kalidasa,< during the absence of the king
in the Court of Law (Dharmasano), a ifcinister took his place and re-
ported to him an account of the proceedings. } In the Sokmitala?n9 for
example, the king says to Tetravati; "Vetravati, in nay name, tell
the minister (Amaiya) Pisuna, that for long wakefulness we did not
think today of taking the seat of justice, and that any common plea
1  Mai Act I, pp. 15-16, Tawney, trans., pp. 7-9.
2  Sak.t Act VI, pp. 98-99: fajagami tasyartha sancaya ityetadamfttyena likUtavn.
* Ibid\ p. 99: nanugarbkah pit ryam riklhawi arhati-gaccha-evaip amatyam brfihi,